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Reference No: 20/02337/PP 

Planning Hierarchy: Major 

Applicant: Ardnahoe Distillery Company Ltd 

Proposal: Erection of whisky maturation warehouses and associated works 

Site Address:  Ardnahoe Distillery Port Askaig Isle Of Islay PA46 7RN 

____________________________________________________________________  

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT NO. 1 

1.0 INTRODUCTION  

Since the publication of the officer’s report of handling SEPA has provided comment in relation 

to the potential storage of hazardous substances under the Control of Major Accident Hazards 

(Amendment) Regulations 2005 (COMAH) and a lack of detail on the procedural, design and 

modelling that needs to be addressed prior to the commencement of works.  Although these 

matters would ordinarily be addressed under a separate application for Hazardous 

Substances Consent and building warrant discussions with SEPA have confirmed that the 

resolution to their concerns could result in necessary material changes to the planning 

application.  For example, the building layout may need to alter to provide sufficient distance 

in the event of a fire, or the SuDS scheme may require an amended to the layout to ensure 

sufficient levels of treatment to contain a pollution event.   

Therefore, officers consider it expedient to delay the determination of the application to allow 

the applicant to liaise directly with SEPA to resolve this issue.   

2.0 SUMMARY OF POINTS RAISED  

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA), 19th October 2021 

SEPA has provided a holding objection and request further information as detailed below: 

 Confirmation of the maximum storage capacities of all proposed warehouses. 
Following receipt and review of this information we will then assess if the proposal 
falls under COMAH or not. It appears that the quantity of flammable materials to be 
stored may bring this development under the auspices of the COMAH Regulations. 
The maximum storage capacities are not clearly stated within the information 
submitted on your planning page, hence requiring this information.  
 

 Details such as the procedural, design, and modelling that will need to be addressed 
prior to construction to address issues such as site Suds in emergency situations to 
mitigate the potential impacts of a major accident to the environment. The emergency 
situations could be an uncontrolled release of the hazardous substance ethanol 
(whisky) or, during a fire event at the whole site area.  

 



3.0 CONCLUSION 

Given the holding objection from a statutory consultee, officers consider that this should be 

addressed prior to the determination of the application.  SEPA has advised that it is unlikely 

that the issues raised are incapable of resolution under the terms of the current application 
but remain of the opinion that this should be address prior to determination.   

   

4.0 RECOMMENDATION  

It is recommended that this application be continued to allow the applicant to liaise directly 
with SEPA to resolve this issue.   
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